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Fundraisers 

Servathon Fund Raiser  —  Saturday, April 27, Congregational Church.   Be sure to support a worker!  

Benefit Yard Sale  —   Saturday May 18,   Home of Caryl and David Johnson, 505 Great Plain Ave, Needham 

                                                                            Donations can be delivered starting Sun May 12th 

Day of the Indigenous 

 

By Caryl Johnson 

The August delegation every year  is honored to see 
the communities celebration of the diversity in Guate-
mala by witnessing their Day of the Indigenous cele-
bration.   It starts with a parade and ends with middle 
school students performing  at the basketball courts.  
This year we were delighted to see the younger stu-
dents join this observance.  The four indigenous 
groups of Guatemala are represented at this ceremo-
ny; Mestizo, Garifuna, Maya, and Xinka.  The commu-
nity is proud of their culture and heritage.  It reflects 
in this event and throughout our week in the commu-
nity.   

Elementary School Students Performing 

Didn’t hear back from your 

partner family? 

 

Dave Johnson 

This past August, the mail brought back from the village did 
not seem to be unusually light, but when the letters were 
scanned and logged, it was apparent that 25% of the 
letters sent to village families had not received a reply.  
Discussing with the delegation if any circumstance, such as 
bad weather, could be involved, the answer was no.   

While I can think of reasons why particular families may 
not be responsive, the pragmatic perspective I take collec-
tively is that this is a concern.  I have followed up with both 
leadership, and an individual from the community about 
seeking letters to reduce this deficit, but to no avail.   

This partnership is powered by the engagement of partner 
families like you, and certainly the bonds between families 

in the US and in SMT are as an important a foundation as 
we could ever hope for.   

In February, the delegation will be meeting with communi-
ty leaders about the partner family project to emphasize 
the vital role this letter exchange plays in bridging our com-
munities.  We expect leaders will be incentivized to carry 
this discussion to the community at large, reminding citi-
zens that when delegations are in the community, the 
effort must be made to retrieve their letter, and to answer 
it before the delegation departs.   

Regardless, we must accept that answering letters is a re-
sponsibility that rests solely on the families to whom our 
letters are addressed.   For our part, our letters do best if 
they provoke village recipients toward eagerness to re-
spond in spite of their daily hardships.  Ask questions about 
their lives, and the struggles they endure, the traditions 
they abide by, and the things the bring enjoyment.  Re-
member that you need not impress people who will read 
your letter.  The idea is to form a trusting bond that is dis-
tant in miles, but close to the heart! 
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By Paula Worby 

Most delegation travelers find some way to connect what they do ‘back home’ to some as-
pect of Santa María Tzejá  (SMT) community life and I’m no exception. I work as an editor 
with the non-profit Hesperian Health Guides, publisher of Where There Is No Doctor and a 
dozen other community health titles. All have Spanish editions and they may as well have 
“made for SMT” on the cover; they are best used by problem-solving communities invested 
in changing underlying causes of poor health. Over the years, I’ve brought many books to 
the SMT schools, library, health post, and pharmacy (both Brenda and Caryl have contribut-
ed to this effort). It was especially exciting for me in 2017 when the Basico (middle school) 
teachers field tested educational activities from a drafted Hesperian book promoting wom-
en’s health via conversations on topics like reproductive health, sexuality, violence against 
women, and gender roles. Basico staff members Juana Maurilia Perez and Mildred Rosales 
facilitated the workshops and all the teacher participants were thanked by name when the 
book was published in 2018. One of the workshop photos, featuring Mildred, made the 
book cover!  
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Welcome to Santa María Tzejá. 

       Famous Mildred on book cover                                Staff tested out book activities 

Screening with Delight 

By Paula Worby 

Traveling to Santa María Tzejá (SMT) this summer, I heard about the February 
delegation’s delivery of 50 IPads donated to the Basico (middle) school. Even 
when the Basico students charmingly sang Yellow Submarine at the welcome 
event for the delegation, pointedly reading the lyrics from their screens, I still 
hadn’t quite absorbed how the school was going to put these to use. A few days 
later, when teachers and parents in the computer center described how the IPads’ 
arrival coincided with SMT’s affiliation to a non-profit providing them with a vast 
digital library and a self-contained wireless hotspot, the potential started to dawn 
on me along with admiration for how the community had parlayed their net-
works to make these two opportunities converge.  

Javiar finds Hesperian books  
on SMT digital library 

Con’t page 2 
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Health Providers Reading Hesperian Guides 

Learning materials via the new digital library would have 
been less useful if students could only access them from the 
computer center and IPads with no on-site digital library 
would have been limited by the speed and download caps 
the computer center otherwise faces. Together, the possi-
bilities are enormous, and the payoff is already evident. 
 
Icing on the cake was realizing that Javier Urizar, the com-
puter center director, had already located the Hesperian 
books preloaded in the digital library, instantly adding 50 
(via IPad) textbooks to the physical copies already in the 
school. The Community Guide for Environmental Health, 
for example, has been used in Basico science classes since 
2016 but only 22 students had access at a time—now all 
teachers and students can access all the practical infor-
mation on water, sanitation, agricultural, pesticide safety, 
food storage etc. whenever they’d like. 

This newest development in SMT’s tech capacity is just one 
indication of the dedicated work carried out by Javier, the 
teaching staff, the committee that is the community steward 
of these efforts, and generous external supporters and fund-
raisers.  
 
The past few years have seen much hard work to maintain and 
renew equipment (and protect it from the fierce elements), 
upgrade the internet service as new options became available, 
and amazingly add beginner and advanced computer program-
ming to the already robust curriculum. All while working to 
find funding and to keep fees low for the families. For some of 
us urbanites, a week in Santa María Tzejá is an opportunity to 
“unplug” in order to appreciate the hard work and singular 
beauty of rural and agricultural life revolving around family 
and community but precisely because of its remote location, 
the strides made year to year to expand computer and learn-
ing access to expand the future of the community youth are 

even more amazing. 

I learn something new about health on every visit to Santa 
María Tzejá (in addition to all the other learning I always take 
away) and bringing the printed book this past August was a 
nice way to return a final product made better by community 
input. We distributed several copies and recipients were 
excited that the tools and ideas in the book can enrich the 
ongoing work of teachers and community leaders to address 
girls’ and women’s well-being. The emphasis on education 
for girls and women in leadership is not to be taken for 
granted based on the status quo in other regions in Guatema-
la and is part of SMT’s amazing and positive impact on the 
Ixcan region and wider world.  

Knowledge for Action. Action for Health. (Worby. Cont’d from Pg 1) 

Paula Worby loves Santa Maria Tzeja and is grateful for the opportunity to travel each year with 
the August delegation as an interpreter. In 2018 she celebrated 30 years of visiting since Clark’s 

initial invitation to join the Partnership journey.  

Middle School Students 
Singing ;  

Yellow Submarine by  
the Beatles 

 
A Foray into a Farm in the Rainforest         
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Rambutan Fruit                Cacao Tree with pod 

Devi Tojin and Manuel  Lopez Vicente 

After several treacherous hills, a couple near-slips, and a river 
later, we arrived at the entrance of the micro-parcela, a minia-
ture farm of sorts. Within just a few hundred feet of each other 
stood cardamom plants, cacao trees, banana trees, and baby 
papaya trees, scattered in what seemed to be a random layout. 
Devi explained to us that western agronomists have been dis-
couraging Guatemalan farmers from spacing out their crops, 
instead encouraging them to adopt our method of neat rows 
and perfect squares of monoculture, a practice which Devi says 
reduces biodiversity and can be harmful to the land.   Devi, like 
his father, has been championing a more sustainable and effi-
cient approach. We could see how successful he has been so far.  
We passed a grove of rambutan trees (close relatives of ly-
chees), not yet ripe, and then a grove of orange trees and lemon 
trees. What they call lemons in Guatemala seem more to us like 
giant limes in taste and look.  

Just beyond the trees, there was a clearing with a small house-
like box. It would have been a cute sight if not for the hordes of 
bees buzzing around the clearing.  

By Elise Hardebeck 

We started the morning with a hike through the rainforest! I 
hope our breakfast of chicken broth and pasta will sustain me 
through our 40-minute romp through the slippery mud. We 
were led by our host and micro-parcela owner Devi Tojin 
(pronounced like Davey), and by Manuel Lopez Vicente, a mem-
ber of the Improvement Committee. I was reminded by my 
cluelessness to our environment when Manuel noticed that I, 
looking for interesting plants to press and take home, had picked 
a leaf whose sap could burn my skin. Needless to say, I didn’t 
touch any unknown plants with my hands after that!  It was one of Devi’s many bee hives. He cautioned us to 

keep our distance, as the bees are Africanized and can be 
aggressive around strangers. “They recognize my face, so I 
don’t get stung anymore” he said. So, we took a path 
around the bees to reach our last stop under a mango tree 
Unfortunately we just missed the mango season, so we 
didn’t get to enjoy any just-picked mango, but we did get 
to enjoy the shade. Here, he said, he liked to take his fam-
ily and friends to sit and share a meal. It may seem like a 
relaxing, almost idyllic existence to look out for his small 
farm and picnic with his family, but Devi faces several 
hardships that many farmers experience. For instance, 
Guatemala’s president Jimmy Morales recently moved the 
Guatemalan embassy in Israel to Jerusalem which has 
caused many middle-eastern countries, the main buyers of 
Guatemala’s cardamom, to boycott Guatemalan products, 
directly affecting farmers like Devi. He seemed surpris-
ingly positive, however, which is true about just about 
everything else he brought up. I guess if you’re a farmer 
you’re used to being in tight situations, but still his mind-
set was impressive.  

Finally, we trekked back to the guest house with only one 
minor casualty, and parted ways with Devi and Manuel. 
What struck me the most about this micro-parcela trip 
was that Devi, at the ripe old age of 22, was already taking 
care of his partner, family and farm, a feat which I, a col-
lege student of 20, could not dream of accomplishing even 
if I were 35. Was I humbled? Absolutely. That was true 
for the entire trip. 

Picking lemons 

Paula, Ali and 
Caryl 


