
Volume 12,  October  2019 

GPNL  October 2019 Page 4 

Fundraisers 

Servathon Fund Raiser  —  Saturday, April 18, 2020  Congregational Church.   Be sure to support a worker!  

Benefit Yard Sale  —   Saturday May 16, 2020   Home of Caryl and David Johnson, 505 Great Plain Ave, Needham 

Caryl Johnson,  Cont’d from Page 1 

This delegation is happy to report that both groups of 7th 
graders are thriving.  We saw eager youth enjoying their 
chance to continue their education with the possibility to 
obtain a middle school degree.  We take for granted that US 
any and all youth can attend school through 12th grade, but 
in Guatemala, circumstances are quite different. 

 

We heard over and over again, at house visits, at meals and 
during committee meetings, that our proposal of free mid-
dle school was deeply appreciated in every sector of Santa 
Maria Tzeja.   It is an entitlement for any and all families that 
choose to accept it, which is in keeping with a foremost ideal 
of how the fruits of our partnership affect the Santa Maria.  

Maddie Foster,   Cont’d from Page 1 

their homes at mealtimes, and into their lives through 

sharing their stories. Some of the memories that I will 

carry with me from my time in the village are very light – 

laughing when one of the children asked her dad where 

the other gringos were, blowing bubbles and coloring 

with the children who arrived at the guesthouse after 

school each day, making music with the middle school 

students, and eating together; still there are some sto-

ries I will hold in a deeper place, stories of heartbreak, 

individual and communal. There are so many folks in the 

community who have endured violence and trauma and 

who are incredibly joyful and resilient in the midst of 

their experiences. 

I was able to share my experience in worship on Sunday, 
September 22, where we celebrated the Guatemala 
Partnership and its far-reaching impact on our church’s 
call, ministry, and vision. You can find that worship ser-
vice on our website: https://www.needhamucc.org/
sermons.html 

Traveling to Santa Maria Tzeja with the Guatemala Part-
nership was a meaningful and moving journey and a tru-
ly unique opportunity that I hope many more get to ex-
perience! 

Yours in Christ, 

Maddie 

Rev. Maddie Foster 

Minister of Christian Education and Youth 

The 9th grade class makes an 
unexpected visit to the dele-
gation quarters after school. 
They yearned to sing a popu-
lar Marc Anthony song that 
the delegates had arranged 
for our farewell party perfor-
mance, and they sang it with 
zest and enthusiasm!  

 

 

Contact Information 

Guatemala Partnership 
of Needham 

781-444-3383 

GuatemalaPartners.org 

Dave Johnson, Publisher 

                                                                By Rev. Maddie Fos-
ter                         

I am truly grateful to the Guatemala Partnership for offer-

ing me the invitation and make it possible for me to join 

the August delegation to Santa Maria Tzeja. It was an hon-

or to be the first minister from Congregational Church of 

Needham, United Church of Christ to join a delegation. 

From the moment our delegation arrived in the village, we 

received a warm welcome from the community. The clas-

ses had prepared songs and dances, colorful posters, and a 

beautiful pathway to welcome us to the guesthouse. The 

community continued to welcome us in many ways – into  

 

 

 Education is the equalizer in Guatemala and throughout the world.  Community members of 
Santa Maria Tzeja realize this and honor sending their children and grandchildren to school 
to be educated.  The August 2018 delegation heard that many 6th graders had not continued 
onto middle school because the fees exceeded the economic reach of their families spending 
means.   

As reported in the Spring 2019 newsletter, the Partnership embarked on an initiative to fund 
“middle school for all”.  In reaction, enrollment of students into 7th grade doubled from prior 
years.  But our good intentions resulted in an immediate problem; over 40 desks were 
crammed the 7th grade classroom, and the student/teacher ratio was above any acceptable 
standard.  So the partnership stepped forward to fund an second section of 7th grade in 
2019, and thus restore the quality of education to this expanded student population. 
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By Caryl Johnson 
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Rev. Maddie Reflection 

Maddie and Valeria 



Turning the tables:     City professionals host Delegates 

By  Lucienne Ronco 
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This August, the delegation visited professionals in Guate-
mala City who grew up and were educated in Santa Maria 
Tzeja (SMT) and having prospered from their grade school 
opportunities in SMT went on to human rights focused 
careers in Guatemala City.   

Our first visit was to La Hora, the oldest independent daily 
newspaper in Guatemala City founded in 1920. Our con-
nection to La Hora is through Regina Perez Tino who was 
born in Santa Maria Tzeja and now lives in Guatemala City 
where she is the Chief Editor of La Hora. Regina also spe-
cializes in community management and digital contact and 
for La Hora where she strives to expand their digital reach 
beyond 350,000 Twitter and Facebook subscribers and to 
expand their footprint through a La Hora app that ensures 
easy access to the news. Regina welcomed the Delegation 
and told us about the commitment to social justice and 
mission shared by all members of the La Hora team. We 
toured offices and production facilities and met content 
and layout arrangers including a retired teacher of 30 
years, who bringing pride and love to his work shared that 
he “works with my head, my heart and my pencil” every 

day as he strives for editing perfection.  

La Hora has a special section “el migrante” where they 
collect and publish reports sent to them from migrants 
living in the US. Out tour concluded in a large room filled 
with an automated printing press, we heard that the chal-
lenges to freedom of the press in Guatemala come in many 
forms, one simple challenge is the continuing increases in 
taxes on paper used to create the daily La Hora. So many 
lessons came to us in such a short visit. 

The Delegation also visited two law offices, the first with 

SMT progeny Cesar Canil Xirúm who is a legal advisor for 

the Centre for Human Rights Legal Action (CALDH).  

 

CALH’s original focus was to fight for basic human rights 

and to help establish peace during Guatemala’s 36-year 

civil war. Following the Peace Accords, CALDH was recog-

nized as an official institution that promotes and defends 

human rights.  

Today in the Guatemala office they interview victims and 

family members, preparing affidavits, reviewing court rec-

ords, conducting investigations of court procedures and 

writing reports while in their Washington DC based office 

they file petitions on behalf of victims. Cesar told us that 

CHDL seeks to form an international consortium of legal 

teams throughout the Americas to defend human and land 

rights of indigenous peoples.  

In the second legal office we met Theresa Sota of the Hu-

man Rights Law Firm.  

                   (cont’d   on Page 3) 

Offices of La Hora daily newspaper.  Host Regina Perez 

Print room at La Hora 

Offices of CALDH.   Host Cesar Canil 
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Lucienne Ronco,  Cont’d from page 2.  

Theresa grew up in SMT, studied law in Guatemala 

City and remained there to work with her law firm on 

cases of sexual violence, criminalization of community 

leaders and cases from the armed conflict. She told us 

of the love she has for her work where she works with 

conviction and commitment to defend human rights 

in Guatemala. 

One can imagine the case load is daunting at this firm 

that works within a country where injustice is wide-

spread.  But the people Theresa and her colleagues 

come to the aid of are immensely grateful to have 

trained legal specialists applying expertise to navigate 

a difficult legal system in pursuit of a fair outcome.    
Attorney Theresa Sota joined by August delegates 

It is one of those things we who live in the developed 

world just take for granted;  that when nature calls during 

math class, there’s a boys or girls room down the hall, 

around the corner, with functional plumbing where relief 

can conveniently be sought.    

In a rural Guatemalan village, such a facility is highly unlike-

ly to be part of a school house.  One can only imagine what  

children do to cope with basic biological needs.  In my prior 

seven visits to Santa Maria Tzeja that routinely included 

time in the classrooms, it never occurred to me to investi-

gate how these kids manage such things.   So it was gratify-

ing to learn that monies from our partnership, combined 

with donations from elsewhere in the world, had enabled 

the construction of water fed lavatory facilities on the ele-

mentary school grounds.    

The water used is pumped from a well situated in a sector 

of the community nearby the school building.  It is stored 

in an elevated cistern that was situated atop the building 

used by the sixth grade, which is on a hill above the main 

elementary school building.  Gravity-pressurized water is 

then delivered to the six bathroom stall units that contain 

flush toilets, which are still a true rarity in this village.   

A foreign organization contributed to building a rather 

complex water recovery system, with many elements mak-

ing up the filtration.   It was a commendable and ambitious 

endeavor for the community to take on! 

In meeting with the elementary school committee, we 

learned that the project has not lived up to expectations.   

The water supply is also heavily used by the school’s cook-

house.   And the community well from which the water is 

sourced is over-taxed, meaning that the stored water is 

seldom ample.  The intention to recycle the water from the 

lavatory was not completed as it is a mute point if there is 

inadequate supply of water to source to the lavatory in the 

first place. 

The committee explained that what is needed is to dig a 

dedicated well for school use only, and add a second cis-

tern for exclusively sourcing the bathroom stalls.  The com-

mittee hopes to attract donor funding of $2,500 to com-

plete this project properly as they have not been able to 

get this need prioritized in the village’s leader council 

(COCODE).   

It was evident to delegates that any further support we can 

give to complete this project fits well with our initiative to 

help Santa Maria Tzeja in ways that have unequivocally 

positive benefit across the entire community.  

A Lavatory for Elementary school students 

By  Dave Johnson 

Bathroom facility nearby elementary classrooms 


